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The devotionalQur Daily Breadtells of an incident from the American Revolutibat illustrates the
tragedy that can result from procrastination. heigorted that Colonel Rahl, commander of the &hiti
troops in Trenton, New Jersey, was playing cardsnadncourier brought an urgent message stating
that General George Washington was crossing thavi2eé River.

Rahl put the letter in his pocket and didn't botioeread it until the game was finished. Then,izaay

the seriousness of the situation, he hurriedlgtrgerally his men to meet the coming attack, bsit h
procrastination was his undoing. He and many ohtes were killed and the rest of the regiment were
captured.

The devotional concludes with these words, "Oniigva minutes' delay cost him his life, his honor,
and the freedom of his soldiers. Earth's histosstriewn with the wrecks of half-finished plans and
unexecuted resolutions. "Tomorrow' is the excudbefazy and refuge of the incompetent.”

Why do people procrastinate? We do we put ofirtiy@rtant? Why do we delay doing the things
that are necessary?

Causes of Procrastination

In the message we are going to look at five caabpsocrastination and then look at the solution to
procrastination.

1. Worldly entanglement.

In Genesis chapter 18 we find the story of three meeting with Abraham. Two of the men were
angels and the third was an Old Testament appeardribe Son of God, Jesus Christ. Abraham
showed them hospitality by preparing a meal amnehg at this time that God reveals to Abraham that
he would have a son, the son of promise, in hisagkl

After the meal the men get up and look in the dioecof the city of Sodom. The Lord tells Abraham
in 18:20 (paraphrased) thdtecause the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrahleatyand because
their sin is very grave, | will go down and deatwit.” God was about to rain down fire and
brimstone upon the city of Sodom for it's great ke@dness.

It is in this section of Scripture where we finétltlassic conversation between Abraham and God
where Abraham attempts to negotiate with God ireotdat mercy may be shown to Abraham’s
nephew Lot and his family who lived in Sodom.

Abraham says to GotiWwould You also destroy the righteous with the watk Suppose there were
fifty righteous within the city; would You also tteg the place and not spare it for the fifty rightis
that were in it? Far be it from You to do suchang as this, to slay the righteous with the wigksd
that the righteous should be as the wicked; fait fridm You! Shall not the Judge of all the eatth
right?”

The LORD respondsif | find in Sodom fifty righteous within the citthen | will spare all the place
for their sakes.”

Abraham says'How about 45?...”This goes on for a whileHow about 407?....30?...207...10?"

God answers'| will not destroy it for the sake of ten.”
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In chapter 19 we find that God decides to destneycity of Sodom. Sadly, God could not even find
ten righteous persons in Sodom.

Sodom had become so wicked that the perversionrabkexuality was openly and unashamedly
practiced. It had gotten to the point that whem'&onessengers visited the city the male residats
the city with their perverted desires went aftanth In fact, when Lot offered to give his daughter
them—they rejected his offer.

While homosexuality was the primary reason for Sodalestruction, it wasn’t the only reason why
God destroyed the city. We find out a little mat®ut the reason why God judged this city in
Jeremiah 23:14.

In this passage God says (commenting on the preplidierusalem)Also | have seen a horrible
thing in the prophets of Jerusalem: They committadpuand walk in lies; They also strengthen the
hands of evildoers, So that no one turns back fimmvickedness. All of them are like Sodom to Me,
and her inhabitants like Gomorrah.”

Back in Genesis, while God decides to destroy tieswof Sodom and Gomorrah, He also decides to
show mercy to Lot and his family. He sends in raegers—angels to warn them to flee from the
wrath to come.

Gen 19:12 Then the men said to Lot, "Have you m@wbse here? Son-in-law, your sons,
your daughters, and whomever you have in the ke them out of this place!

Gen 19:13 "For we will destroy this place, becatrseoutcry against them has grown great
before the face of the LORD, and the LORD has®ta destroy it."

Gen 19:14 So Lot went out and spoke to his soteanwho had married his daughters,
and said, "Get up, get out of this place; for th@RD will destroy this city!" But to his sons-
in-law he seemed to be joking.

Gen 19:15 When the morning dawned, the angelsdurgeto hurry, saying, "Arise, take
your wife and your two daughters who are here, yest be consumed in the punishment of
the city."

Notice verse 16'And while he lingered, the men took hold of hisithahis wife's hand, and the hands
of his two daughters, the LORD being merciful to h&and they brought him out and set him outside
the city.”

When the angels tried to get Lot out of Sodom keefeod judged it, Lot lingered; he hesitated; he
delayed; he procrastinated. His lingering almost &iim his life. If it wasn’t for the angels tak
hold of his hand, and the hands of his wife and d&aoghters, they all would have been incinerated.

Sadly to say that just a few verses later in thiees chapter (vs. 26) we find that Lot’s wife, lodke
back and became a pillar of salt.

Why did Lot have a hard time leaving? Why did “Mst” look back and lose her life? They had
become entangled in the things of Sodom.

When God first called Abraham—Abraham took his reaplot with them. There was some strife
between Abraham’s herdsmen and Lot's herdsmenesosihlit up. They had to choose where each
group would settle so Abraham gave Lot the firgich of land. Genesis 13:10 tells us thatit

lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordamttihwas well watered everywhere) like the gardén
the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go towawpdrZ (this was before the LORD destroyed Sodom
and Gomorrah.)”



There were obviously a lot of pleasures assocatdtdSodom—and it was these pleasurable things
that entangled Mr. and Mrs. Lot, their daughterd son-in-laws. It is the pleasurable things @ lif
that entangle us as well.

In Luke 8 Jesus is teaching who the seed of thedWwb6God is impacted by the world. In verse 14 He
says,'Now the ones that fell among thorns are those whwen they have heard, go out and are
choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of lifig] laring no fruit to maturity.”

Listen to what the Bible says concerning Mos#y faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosatlyar to suffer affliction with the people of God
than to enjoy the passimgdeasures of sinesteeming the reproach of Christ greater richemtthe
treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the rewarfHebrews 11:24-27)

When told to leave the wicked city of Sodom, Lad@astinated because of worldly entanglements
and just like Lot, we procrastinate because ottres of this life.

Many of the commandments of the Lord go unheededus® of the procrastination that is related to
our desires for the things of the world.

How many of us have missed out on midweek Bibl@pthecause our favorite show was coming on
that evening?

How many of us still have not connected with a LIGEBup because of procrastination? Several said
they would attend but haven’t. Several even werfaaas signing up but have not showed up. We've
even have those who've gotten books from us buemeaade it out. Could procrastination be the
reason?

We have good intentions—we sayne day I’'m going to do it;"*One day I’'m going to show up.”
Someone has saitThe road to Hell is paved with good intentionsYou see, the devil doesn’t care
how much we do, as long as we don’t do it today.

In this world, when you try to please Christ, samiveg will always challenge your intentions. Thss i
why the Apostle Paul tells us that one characterigta good soldier of Jesus Christ is that hesdie
allow the affairs of this life to entangle him.

2 Tim 2:3 You therefore must endure hardship geal soldier of Jesus Christ.
2 Tim 2:4 No one engaged in warfare entangles gliwgth the affairs of this life, that he
may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.

Is there anything keeping you from being a goodisolof Jesus Christ? Are worldly entanglements
causing you to procrastinate?

2. Family cares

How many of us have put off something that needduktdone like a car repair? There is an auto
glass repair company that runs the commercial abowan who had a small crack in his windshield;
over time this crack spread and eventually causeavindshield to collapse into a thousand pieces.

Too often we make the mistake of saying to oursehrel others’ll get to it when | have some
time.” Some years ago another car repair company camanercial that ended with a mechanic
saying,“Pay me now or pay me later.”You can pay someone $30 dollars every 3 montbkdoge
your oil or you throw down $3000 to replace yougiee—you have a choice.



Over the years I've encouraged parents to takérieeto make Christ known to their children and
much too often I've seen many of them procrastirdteastor Chuck, one of these days you are
going to see us sitting in your church—were gomgurprise you.” Those same words from the car
mechanic comes to my mind as | see the childrehesfe parents who have now grown up to be
rebellious teenager$?ay me now or pay me later.”

In the Gospel of Luke, there is the story of alsefvho is called by Jesus to follow Him.

In Luke 9:59 Jesus says to this scrid&glfow Me.” The scribe respond4_ord, let me first go and
bury my father.” Jesus says to himi.ét the dead bury their own dead, but you go arhgh the
kingdom of God.”

Was Jesus being insensitive here? No. The tfutieanatter is that this scribe’s father had rett y
died. The scribe was telling Jesus that he netdeaiit for his father to die so he could get his
inheritance. This scribe was more interestedsnrheritance than in following Jesus.

Like this scribe, many have allowed family mattergause them to procrastinate—to put off for a
later time the important things that need to beedmalay.

In Luke 9:61another says to Jesukprd, | will follow You, but let me first go anddathem farewell
who are at my house."

This is like the man who tells everyone he is ¢inigsin the military but doesn’t sign up until his
family has put together a going away party for hit’s like the man who wants to get married but no
without a few more nights of sowing his wild oassaabachelor.

Jesus says to folks like thesBlo one, having put his hand to the plow, andiong back, is fit for the
kingdom of God.{Luke 9:62)

How many young people have sensed the call to &itestian service or the mission field but say,
“I've got to find myself first—there are some thsngwvant to experience in life first and then lwil
give my life in fulltime service to God.”

Ecclesiastes 12:1 says to the young per$@member your Creator in the days of your youtfpbe
the days of trouble come and the years approacimwba will say, "I find no pleasure in them"—*

Worldly entanglements and family cares cause peogbeocrastinate. Another cause of
procrastination is thdeceitfulness of sin.

3. Deceitfulness of Sin
Sin can cause you to have a false sense of sesorityat you will put off from doing what is right.

Hebrews 3:7-9 “Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if yaill hear His voice, Do not
harden your hearts as in the rebellion, In the déyrial in the wilderness, where your fathers &gkt
Me, tried Me, And saw My works forty years.”

Hebrews 3:10-15 -Therefore | was angry with that generation, Andisaihey always go astray in
their heart, And they have not known My ways.' Sa@dre in My wrath, "They shall not enter My
rest.” Beware, brethren, lest there be in anyai an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the
living God; but exhort one another daily, whilegtcalled "Today," lest any of you be hardened
through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have becpantakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of



our confidence steadfast to the end, while it id:s& oday, if you will hear His voice, Do not hamd
your hearts as in the rebellion.”

What is the writer referring to in these passageg?s referring to how people can know and
experience the power of God in their lives but tletrsin set in and cause them to be sluggishain th
walk with Christ.

Many of us are familiar with the story of how Goelidered the children of Israel from Egyptian
bondage. The children of Israel saw the mighty groef God as He sent ten plagues to convince
Pharaoh to let His people go.

1. (Exodus 7:14-25) rivers and other water sourcesetito blood killing all fish and other water life.
2. (Exodus 8:1-8:15) frogs

3. (Exodus 8:16-19) lice or gnats

4. (Exodus 8:20-30) beasts or flies

5. (Exodus 9:1-7) disease on livestock

6. (Exodus 9:8-12) boils

7. (Exodus 9:13-35) hail mixed with fire

8. (Exodus 10:1-20) locusts

9. (Exodus 10:21-29) darkness

10. (Exodus 11:1-12:36) death of the first-born ofelyptian families.

The children of Israel beheld the power of God asskint the pillar of cloud to guide them by day and
the pillar of fire to guide them by night. Theys&od fight their battles as He parted the watérs o
the Red Sea and caused the armies of Pharaohwo.dro

Yet they get into the wilderness and begin to camphbout God’s appointment of Moses to lead
them. They murmured and complained about Godlgytn provide for them. And then they
rejected His commandments written on tablets afesto

The more they sinned, the harder their hearts becdrmoan only imagine that the memories of those
glorious days of God’s miraculous deliverance faftech their memory the further they got away
from the time when they were in Egyptian bondage.

Pretty soon, the miracles of God were regardedydlssn The plagues were spoken about as if they
were folklore. It's something like that today:slbeen 2000 years since Jesus Christ was on ttie ea
and it's been 2000 thousand years since His glsniesurrection and wonderful promise that He
would return for His church. People are mocking ¢hurch saying\Where’s Jesus?” “I thought you
said He was coming back?”

Sin creeps in and hardens the heart. Even theltls@#ems to have lost her hope because of the

deceitfulness of sin. We put off obedience. Wetpaside worship. We postpone fellowship and
ministry. We suspend evangelism. We no longer batis right but replace obedience with what

feels good and what is convenient to us.

In Acts 17 the Apostle Paul spoke to people whdeatification with the God of Creation had gotten
foggy. In the book of Genesis, a record of thgitr@ng of the human race, we find that Adam, the
first man, was very acquainted with God. The kremge was to be passed down to his offspring but
somewhere in the 4000 years between Adam and Jessdkly ministry this knowledge had gotten
distorted.

So Paul says to these people in Acts 17:®2n of Athens, | perceive that in all things yoe aery
religious; for as | was passing through and consiatg the objects of your worship, | even found an
altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. driefore, the One whom you worship without
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knowing, Him | proclaim to you:"Paul goes on to teach them about God they had twhneve
forgotten.

"God, who made the world and everything in it, sifte is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell
in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshiped mien's hands, as though He needed anything,
since He gives to all life, breath, and all thingdnd He has made from one blood every nation af me
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has deteed their preappointed times and the boundaries
of their dwellings, so that they should seek theelLim the hope that they might grope for Him and
find Him, though He is not far from each one offas;in Him we live and move and have our being,
as also some of your own poets have said, 'Forr&@igo His offspring.” Truly, these times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all evenywhere to repent, because He has
appointed a day on which He will judge the worldighteousness by the Man whom He has
ordained. He has given assurance of this to alldisging Him from the dead.{Acts 17:24-31)

The Bible says thdivhen they heard of the resurrection of the deammns mocked, while others said,
"We will hear you again on this matter.{Verse 32)

Just like in Paul’'s day, today we have those whar kiee good news of Jesus Christ but they mock.

Some in Paul’s days said they wanted to hear matrerdy said this because they liked hearing the
provocative—they liked hearing things that stimeththem but they never heed what they hear.

Like in Paul’'s day we also have others who say, Wéat to hear more” but don’t even come to make
the decision to follow Jesus. They like their Gelspusic. They have their favorite TV preachers.
They like having their ears tickled. They likeahiag things that make them want to shout but the
deceitfulness of sin causes them to procrastinhit comes to following Christ.

What about you? Will you let the deceitfulnessiof harden your heart to the point where you will
never in this lifetime bow the knees of your heariesus?

4. Laziness
Laziness is another cause of procrastination.

The word procrastination means, “To put off intenglly and habitually; to put off intentionally the
doing of something that should be done.”

Some people just put off what ought to be done lex#hey are lazy.

Someone has saitBy the time the lazy person reaches his statiolifén the train has left.
Some people are like blisters—they never show uib ttne work is done.

Proverbs 10:4 sayY,azy hands make a man poor, but diligent handadpmwealth.”

The Bible says in the book of Ecclesiastes (10:18)a man is lazy, the roof rafters sag; if his hds
are idle, the house leaks.”

God Word also warns us about laziness in the chuBxd wants us to know that “only what's done
for Christ will last.” When you work for Jesus @&tr when you serve Him, you are making an
investment in eternity.



You don’t have to worry about risk when investinghe things of Christ. God is not like Bernie
Madoff and pushing a Ponzi scheme. The returnoom lreavenly investments are a sure thing!

Thus the writer of Hebrews says...

Heb 6:9 But, beloved, we are confident of bettergs concerning you, yes, things that
accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner

Heb 6:10 For God is not unjust to forget your warkd labor of love which you have shown
toward His name, in that you have ministered toshiats, and do minister.

Then he goes on to say, “Don’t be lazy...”

Heb 6:11 And we desire that each one of you sheveame diligence to the full assurance
of hope until the end,

Heb 6:12 that you do not become sluggish/lazyjritate those who through faith and
patience inherit the promises.

Let me share with you one more cause of procrdgima
5. Personal Convenience

Acts 24:24 And after some days, when Felix cartteiis wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for
Paul and heard him concerning the faith in Christ.

Acts 24:25 Now as Paul reasoned about righteoussrsedf-control, and the judgment to come, Felix
was afraid and answered, "Go away for now; wheaueha convenient time | will call for you."

Inconvenience is perhaps the number one reasonepemerastinate.

» Taking time to pray is not convenient.

* Make the effort to tithe is not convenient.

* Becoming a better husband or wife is not convenient
* Getting involved in ministry is not convenient.

Felix said to Paul;Go away for now; when | have a convenient timdllcall for you." How many
times have you said that to God?

No, we don't literally tell God to “Go away,” welktélim to “wait” by our procrastination. We say,
“When | need you | will call you.”And oftentimes that is exactly what when we do.

When the storms of life come we cry out like Smdkaful, “I need you now; Lord | need you now.”
Listen to what God says about this...

Prov 1:24 Because | have called and you refusédyk stretched out my hand and no one
regarded,

Prov 1:25 Because you disdained all my counsed, would have none of my rebuke,

Prov 1:26 1 also will laugh at your calamity; | lvmock when your terror comes,

Prov 1:27 When your terror comes like a storm, Aadr destruction comes like a
whirlwind, When distress and anguish come upon you.

Prov 1:28 "Then they will call on me, but | wibtnanswer; They will seek me diligently, but
they will not find me.

Prov 1:29 Because they hated knowledge And didmmtse the fear of the LORD,

Prov 1:30 They would have none of my counsel Asgided my every rebuke.
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Prov 1:31 Therefore they shall eat the fruit adittown way, And be filled to the full with
their own fancies.

Prov 1:32 For the turning away of the simple sihy them, And the complacency of fools
will destroy them;

Prov 1:33 But whoever listens to me will dwelledaf And will be secure, without fear of
evil."

Don't let inconvenience keep you from calling oe thord right now. Don’t wait for a convenient
day—don’t wait for the circumstances to suit yd@o it now! Call on the Lord today! Get saved
today! Join a church today! Start using yoursgiftday! Give the Lord your all today!

The Solution to Procrastination

The solution is simply putDon’t put off for tomorrow what you can do todayProverbs 27:1 says,
“Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not knovatnanday may bring forth.”

It happened in Saint Louis in 1984. An unemplogieéning woman noticed a few bees buzzing
around the attic of her home. Since there were arfigw, she made no effort to deal with them.
Over the summer the bees continued to fly in andreuattic vent while the woman remained
unconcerned, unaware of the growing city of bees.

The whole attic became a hive, and the ceilingnefdecond-floor bedroom finally caved in under
the weight of hundreds of pounds of honey and thieds of angry bees. While the woman
escaped serious injury, she was unable to repad@image of her accumulated neglédbbert

T. Wenz.

Just like in the other areas of our life where wedHis help, God is willing to help us to battle
procrastination. In 2 Corinthians chapter 8 wel five learn the key to battling procrastination.

2 Cor 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we make known totheugrace of God bestowed on the
churches of Macedonia:

2 Cor 8:2 that in a great trial of affliction thedoundance of their joy and their deep poverty
abounded in the riches of their liberality.

2 Cor 8:3 For | bear witness that according toithebility, yes, and beyond their ability,
they were freely willing,

2 Cor 8:4 imploring us with much urgency that wawd receive the gift and the fellowship
of the ministering to the saints.

The churches of Macedonia had much going agaiest.thvVerse 2 lets us know that they were
being afflicted. The Greek word being used heaezdily means "a great or a severe testing of
affliction.”

The severe trial that the Macedonian churches epsrd was of a sort that left them in a condition
of extreme povertylhis poverty was literally a "down-to-the-depthvpay" and could also be
translated, a “rock bottom” poverty. They werertgioor” yet amazingly, they gave.

They could have used many of the excuses for pstinedion we use in the contemporary church:

“I don’t have the time” “l don’'t have the money”I'm not feeling well”
“I'll join you on the next opportunity” “Get back ith me on that.”

But Paul says that they were freely willing notyoatcording to their ability but beyond their atyili



Think about it. How can someone give beyond tability? The key to “beyond ability giving” is
found in verses 5-7:

2 Cor 8:5 ... they first gave themselves to the Land then to us by the will of God.

The solution to procrastination is to “first givewrself to the Lord!” When you give yourself to
the Lord first, He gives you the grace to give beygour ability. Notice the use of the word
“grace” in verses 6 and 7:

2 Cor 8:6 So we urged Titus, that as he had begoiie would also complete tigisacein
you as well.

2 Cor 8:7 But as you abound in everything; inHait speech, in knowledge, in all
diligence, and in your love for us; see that yoouwtd in thisgracealso.

According to Paul in these verses, the key toibgtprocrastination is the grace of God. The gi@ice
God gives us the power to overcome procrastination.

A song was written sometime before 1936 by Anniendon Flint that communicates the truth that
God will come alongside us in our weakness—He @athe alongside us and strengthen us in our
resolve to serve Him.

Some of us constantly fight procrastination. Wewrthat God is not pleased with our delay. We
know that God is not pleased with our putting b timportant. We struggle with procrastination
when it comes to the things of God. God wantstpcknow that His grace is sufficient!

He Giveth More Grace

He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,
He sendeth more strength when the labors increase,
To added affliction He addeth His mercy,

To multiplied trials, His multiplied peace.

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure,
His power no boundary known unto men,

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,

He giveth and giveth and giveth again.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is hatfejo
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
Our Father's full giving is only begun.

A minister was planning to preach on the téBghold, now is the accepted time; behold, novaés t
day of salvation."

While in his study meditating upon the subject éledsleep and dreamed that he saw Satan and the
fallen angels gathered for the purpose of devigiags and means by which they might effectively
damn souls.

He said that in the dreams he saw a hellish sgrige and say, "I will go and tell the people thereo
God." But Satan said, "That will not do, for onbots deny that fact."



Then another fiend, of unusual intelligence, amse said, "l will go and tell them that there is
nothing to religion; that it is all a farce."

But Satan replied, "That will never do, for multies have seen followers of Jesus die, while looking
into heaven, declaring that salvation was real."

One after another got up and offered suggestiarisSatan refused them all. Finally the most clever
of all the demons arose and said, "I will go artiem that there is a God; that the Bible is tiinat
salvation is real, but that there is plenty of time

The minister said that in the dream he could sesak jubilant and Satan said, "Go! That is the
plan.” And the meeting disbandéd.

Is there plenty of time? Don’t bet on it. As wavk seen these last few weeks, tomorrow is not
promised.

Hebrews 4:7 saysToday, if you will hear His voice, Do not hardeowr hearts.”
God is telling someone today, “Turn from your samsl follow Me” — Don'’t procrastinate.
Someone is in sin today. You've been saying tbatare going to stop what you are doing someday.

That “someday” is today. Don’t procrastinate.

A preacher once saitkle who is almost persuaded is almost saved, arfgetalmost saved is to be
entirely lost.? “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not hardgour hearts.”

God is leading someone to become part of the Gragd@mily — Don’t put it off.

! By William Moses Tidwell, “Effective lllustrations
2 http://www.gospelpiano.com/articles/hymn-storiesal@ost-persuaded.htm
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